Tabor City Tribune 8-9-50
John W. Hardee Writes Editor Open Letter On KKK

Editor’s note: - The following letter was received by The Tribune this week.  We in no way agree with Mr. Hardee’s opinions but would defend always his right to express them.  Mr. Hardee’s letter is appreciated regardless of his views, just as all letters to the editor are.  This is a free and independent newspaper with its columns open to all who don’t mind putting their signatures on what they have to say.







Tabor City, N.C.








August 7, 1950

The Tabor City Tribune Editor, Tabor City, N.C.

Dear Sir:


I’m writing of your two editorials of July 22 and August 2, 1950 concerning the Ku Klux Klan Organization.


First, I would like to write you a book, but I will stop at only hitting the top of the mountains.  


To me in few wards are two of the most fantastic editorials I have ever had the misfortune to read.

To set you straight I’m no member of the Ku Klux Klan Organization, nor have I any connection with them whatsoever; but to me it’s just a good old Red Blooded American Organization.  Organized to support the good Morals of Good American People.


According to your editorials the Ku Klux Klan Organization was a Lawless hoodlums Organization.  If I have been informed correctly the Ku Klux Klan has as their Law and Guide the Holy Bible.  But for the Law Inforcement officers of our land as a majority is something to be proud of.  Most any Good Red Blooded Christian American would frown at such a job; but it is composed of such people that would sell their own SOUL, for a couple bucks.  The laws of our Country should be based on the HOLY BIBLE, and the Law Inforcement Officers should be Christian Hearted Men; but majority of both is everything else.  The bootleggers of our land can pay the Majority so called Two by Four Officers of our land a small unbelievable sum, and stay in the bays until he is gray headed and never bothered.

I would just like to ask one question is this Law or Lawless?  I think the Three K’s should start cleaning our Law Inforcements, and probably start with our good So and So topping the list.  


I think the Ku Klux Klan is a very good Organization with only one exception, they are getting too far behind with their work.  Someone may say this is a free country, well so far I agree, but after all if this is a free Country we still have the Holy Bile upon which to build our morals of good friendly living.  Do you want a bootlegger or a red light district next door to you?  Brother I don’t and furthermore I’m willing to fight for such rights.

Your figure of 99 and 44 one hundreds percent of the population (which is an overestimated and incorrect figure) were against the Ku Klux Klan Organization and what they stand for, but thank the good Lord I’m part of the 56 one hundreds percent.  Of all the works of the Three K’s I have ever learned, they all seemed helpful.  Not one single incident proven harmful, this within itself is a profit to the community and Nation.

Just one other item I’d like to mention, as you recall Mr. Truman was going to do away with the KU KLUX KLAN ORGANIZATION in the South Land, but to be sure he was only pouring Gasoline on an Organization of Good Morals and clean Living.








A Klan’s Friend At Heart








John W. Hardee








Route 1








Tabor City, N.C.


P.S.  To the editor according to the big writing of editorial now lets see if you have the guts to put this on the front page of your paper as your editorials appeared.  Last but not least I’m not ashamed of my name either and furthermore I don’t believe it’s so scribbled you can’t read.  Thank you!
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